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The farm on St. Matther’s Road just west of Chestnut Grove School was purchased by 
John Wilson on March 30, 1838 from Frederick Sheeder for $2,200.  It was purchased 
in two plots totaling 65.5 acres.  It was probably bought for a home for his son Thomas 
as James was living in the main house at Willson’s Corner.  In 1864, John sold the 
property to Thomas for the sum of $4,000. (The date of sale was August 26,1864)  Prior 
to that date, probably early in the 1840’s, the house now standing was built.  The total 
cost of the house was $800.  All the lumber in the hause was hauled by horse and 
wagon from the town of Mariett on the Susquehanna River. 

One of the features of the new house was running water at the front door.  The water 
was supplied by a hydraulic ram situated in a pit about 150 yards from the house.  It 
was fed by two springs that supplied both the source and power to pump water to the 
house through a one half inch (1/2”) lead pipe. 

The water when not in use at the house was sent on to the water trough at the barn.  
The continuous pumping supplied all the water used both by the house and the 
livestock on the farm.  The old house on the farm fell into disrepair and collasped about 
1900.  Thomas’ son Thomas remembered that the attic of the old house when it fell in 
was filled with spinning wheels, carding machines, and looms.  The old french drain still 
existed providing you the possibility to go up the drain to the cellar of the old house 
which contained a spring cut out of solid rock. 

Sheeder built the barn and the wagon house that was on the property.  The barn, a 
double decker bank barn was built in 1813.  The wagon house which is now part of the 
barn on the property (The original barn burned some years ago) was built prior to 1810 
by Sheeder. 

The house built in the 1840’s downstairs contained a large kitchen, a large living room 
and parlor room.  Attached to the kitchen in the back was an out kitchen, which was 
used primarily in the summer.  On the second floor were five bedrooms of varying sizes.  
Each of the downstairs rooms contained a fireplace.  The fireplace in the kitchen was 
about four feet high by five feet wide was three feet deep.  When the house had been 
built this not only provided heat for that area, but was also in the primary cooking area. 
The living room and the parlor were also heated by fireplaces when the house was built.  
The bedroom above the living room and the bedroom on the north wing of the house 
also had fireplaces for heat. 

Electricity was installed in the house and the barn around 1943.  Until that time light was 
provided at the night either by kerosene or gas lamps.  There was no running water in 
the house.  An outhouse was available about 80 feet from the house.  Chamber pots 
were used at night.  Bathroom facilities moved in house in the early 1960’s. 
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The house had three porches.  There was back porch, which was by the kitchen and the 
out kitchen which was used for doing laundry and preparing foods for preserving in the 
summer.  It faced to the west and was the least used of the porches.  It was primarily for 
the men to wash up when coming in from work in the warmer months.  The front porch 
ran along the whole south side of the house facing out over the valley where the springs 
were located.  During the Spring, Summer and Fall months, it was heavily used for 
setting and visiting and preparing vegetables for meals and canning.  A three-seat glider 
and number of rocking chairs were the furnishings.  There was always a breeze along 
this porch. 

There were a number of outbuildings on the farm.  There was a stone smoke house 
about forty yards south of the house.  It was about ten feet square with no windows and 
a shingle roof.  It was used for smoking salted meats to finish the curing process.  Near 
the smokehouse were the ruins of the “old house”.  It was used as a main residence 
prior to building of the farmhouse in the 1840’s.  It collapsed about 1900. 

Further south of the old house was a springhouse, the top of which had a single room 
with fireplace.  It was used as a residence for hired help.  Below this room was a domed 
room containing a very strong cold spring.  It was used for cooling and other perishables 
during the summer.  Just south of the springhouse was the ram pit which supplied water 
to the house and barn. 

Around the springhouse were several other springs, two of which supplied for the ram.  
There was also a spring under the ruins of the old house which could be reached by a 
French drain about 30” high and 24” wide.  Both the spring under the old house and the 
one in the springhouse were cut from solid sandstone. 

About 100’ due east of the house was the barn.  It was built in 1813 by Frederick 
Sheeder chronicled in the history of the Vincents.  On the bottom level of the barn were 
the stables with stalls for 16 cows and a bullpen.  There were also box stalls for five 
horses.  To the front of the stable was an “overshoot” under the straw house and facing 
to the south.  The low winter sun came in under this overhand and provided warmth on 
cold winter days.  In the summer, the sun being high in the sky, could not reach under 
the overhang so it was shady and cool. 

Above the stables was the granary floor, which contained six bins for the storage of 
wheat, oats and other grains.  On this level was also the bottom of the haymows.  
Finally, there was the top floor onto which the wagons entered containing the various 
crops.  The barn had been built into the bank so that the entrance to the top floor was 
up only a slight grade onto the barn floor through a set of large double doors.  On each 
side of the barn floor were the mows for the storage of the hay and the straw. 
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Attached to the east wall of the barn was a chicken house at the stable level with 
storage shed over it.  It was about the size of a double garage.  There was also a 
brooder house just to the east of the smokehouse.  This held approximately 200 
chickens. 

In front of the barn to the south was a partially walled barnyard which contained a water 
trough where the stock was watered.  On the south side of the barnyard was the double 
pigpen.  To the north of the barn across the farm lane was the wagon house for the 
storage of farm machinery.  This was built prior to 1811.  Next to the wagon house to 
the north was a double corncrib separated by a drive though so that wagons could be 
driven in under cover to be unloaded to either side. 


